
Diverslflcatlon o f cro p farming in Wayn e County is in

creasing, placing a l esser d e p e nd e n ce on tobacco as the prin

clpal source o f lncome. Severe weather co nditions, unstable 

domestic and forelgn government pr ogra ms, decre as ing farm 

labor and a n al l ou t a tt ack on t o ba cco usuage b y the gov e rn

ment makes the outlook for t o b acco productlon l ess stable 

This may tend to decrease tobacco values in the co mlng years. 

On the other hand, th e worl d p o pulati o n is increasing mu c h 

faster t han food production, Th e resultlng d ema nd for f oo d 

will tend to make food cro p s more valuable . Of course, th ere 

are few food p rocessors n ow l oca ted In th e county or a r ea and 

consequently there are f ew co ntra c ts f or thes e c rop s . Ma ny 

f ~ rmers ar e now raislng t wo cro ps o f cucumbers p er year on a 

contrac t basls wi th Mount Oliv e Plckl e Company o If co ntra c t s 

f or other types of vegetables were ava ilabl e a nd if ther e was 

loosening of the tight labor s upply, many farmers would be 

wliling to raise mor e food c r o p s . Th e da y will pr o b a bly co me 

when the return on f oo d cro p s will b e great e n o ugh f or th e 

farmers to pay higher wages f or l a b o r t o harvest th e food c r o p . 

Tn addltlon to food cro p s, livestock a nd p o lt ry pr o

ductlon and r ~ l a ted p ro d ucts pl ay a n increasingly imp or t a nt 

r o l e in Wa y n e County1s eco n omy Tab l e 19 com pares th e 1961 

and 1966 in c om e from Ilves t ock. All ca t ego ri es show tr e me nd ous 

lncr e as e s except bro l lers , whlch decrea,ed s llghtl y Thls 

d ec reas e in broiler produ c tlon ~houl d be only t em p o r ary ;s 

t~ e r e are f o ur firm s ~nown to b e lnterested in co ntr ac tin g 

lnd bU y lng poultr y Th e reasons for the ln creases in llv e -

s t ac k pr o du c tl o n and 1n c ome a r e numerous . There are s e veral 

mea t pa c k1ng co mp a nl es In the co unty and the surrou nd1n g 

a r eas AI~o , th e in c reas e d y 1 Id s of c orn for grain has had 

a n l mp ac t o n Ilv e ;t oc~ pr o du c ti o n , Th e demand for poultry, 

p o rk, a nd b eE f h qs rls e n s ub s t a ntially Yet ther e i s room 

t o cx p ~ nd In e v ~ r y c ~t e g o r y o f llv e~ tock pr o duct1on. Most 

f arm; co n ta ln l a nd whi c h 1 - wo t hill y , o dd sha p e d or not 

wP ! I a d a pt e d f or r o w c r o p , whl c h would b usable for ~W1 n e 
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